“Yes, we have decline ...
... but we are aware this situation!
Such as more we like to deal with our strengths

Dalia Dijokaite,
2nd Hinterland Forum, Siauliai, 09/10/06

Eternal growth

For 2007 in European Union an economic growth of 2,9% is
expected, for 2008: 2,7%. All the credit is due to investments,
new innovations and consequent rising stock quotations.

Also the revised European Development Strategy of Lisbon
2000 concentrates on “more growth and jobs”.

Deep decline

In the same time Europe shows a long-term decline in
population: minus 21 million inhabitants until year 2025,
extending year by year to an additional minus of 10 million

inhabitants every five years successively (Source: World population
Prospect of United Nations Secretariat, 2003).

Natural decline and aging will be accompanied by continuous
emigration from remote areas - so called Hinterland - with
long distances to coastal zones, to metropolitans and larger
cities — due to a decreasing demand for employment in
agriculture and increasing mobility.

New territorial approach

To be honest: Demographic transition in Hinterland areas
cannot be avoided. But it is not a disaster; it is a process we
are able to manage.

Each village and region has specific decline conditions and
schedules. Thus concerned parties have to raise awareness
and knowledge about individual decline issues and diverse
territorial potentials.

Hinterland — habitat of Europe's hidden

Potentials for
spatial development under decline

Hinterland challenge

Only an active management involving locals offers the
chance to catch the started "downward spiral" accelerating
and combining several decline faces of waste areas, loss of
functions and decreasing attractiveness and competitiveness.

Mobilisation of resistant and innovative potentials will focus
on territorial diversity and Vorderland partnerships. Thus
active Hinterland parts will qualify their rural life and
structures as well as own local and regional identities —

essentials for living in Hinterland in future.
Torsten Naubert
Lead Partner: Region Havelland-Flaming, Germany

Hinterland: Where shall we arrive?
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Access to the countryside in Danish Hinterlands

Isolating fields

In Denmark, farmers cultivate 72 % of the countryside. On the
other hand, only 4 % of the people living in the countryside
are farmers. As farming becomes more and more intensive
and industrial, fields become bigger, and small ponds are
removed in the name of efficiency.

These changes cause problems for the citizens in rural areas.
To many people, the countryside is an important factor in
choosing where to live. But even if they like to have
recreational areas and footpaths in surrounding nature, you
might not have access to it. Often it is 1 or 2 km away, and
flat cultivated fields surround the village itself.

Leading Lithuanian Hinterland areas out of the sink

Decline knowledge network

Strong Lithuanian Hinterland network from regional and local
levels in Siauliai County, Jurbarkas and Pasvalys,
accompanied by experts from Lithuanian University of
Agriculture Kaunas has started in 2006 with detailed
investigation and definition of development strategies.

Awakened awareness

Even though some results, using words “decline”, “shrinking”,
“recess”, are shocking for many people, otherwise they are
honestly identifying the situation: Hinterland areas are not
homogeneous, migration process is out of control and this
determines different local resources and levels of their
practice.

Therefore local processes were introduced to increase the
knowledge about values of natural and other decline resistant
resources, what the perspective using it might be and how it
could be used for improvement of rural life quality. Basing on
awareness for need of dealing with shrinking processes, rural
communities and sub-districts will become more active and
looking for competitive advantages.

Prof. Vilma Atkociuniene and Asta Raupeliene,
Lithuanian University of Agriculture, Kaunas
Dalia Dijokaite, Siauliai County, Lithuania

People from Balling are enjoying to have real access
to the beautiful surroundings of their village.

Break out paths

Our pilot projects in Skive municipality will be to work on two
specific areas with streams, which the citizens have pointed
out in the vicinities of the villages Oddense and Durup. Paths
along these streams will present beautiful recreational
possibilities for the citizens.

Local solution

Many people have an interest in the countryside. The two
main parties are: The farmers, who wish to intensify and
make their production effective, and the remaining citizens
who wish nature conservation and —improvement. It will be
necessary to find ways of creating a good dialogue between
these two parties. Can we develop ways of making voluntary
agreements and cooperation to solve or avoid conflicts of
interest?

Nanna Kold
Skive Municipality, Denmark

hollows

The sink hollow phenomenon is related to the melting process of the under-
ground gypsum layer in the Pasvalys region. There appeared a cavity that has
a tendency to expand. When it has expanded to such a width that the ground
layer above it cannot support its own weight any more, a break happens.

Ecologists tell us that the breaks are “the living eyes of the Earth”. They
transmit with great sensitivity the underground whatever is happening at
ground level. Hence this region should be a land of ecological agriculture
because the application of chemicals and mineral fertilisers can cause
unpredictable consequences.

The project results will help to step off of the “sink hollows of decline*.



“Tens of thousands of such declining villages ...”

European issue

Problems of declining areas are enforcing misbalanced
economic and social development in most countries,
irrespective of their development level.

For project implementation in Republic of Karelia, pilot areas
have been selected. Yet, the key task is to inspire optimism
and the feeling of confidence in future, to motivate locals to
do the challenging job of developing the area they live in in
spite of decline.

Hinterland peoples monologue one hears almost invariably:

“Our village has so many things of great interest — abandoned old Karelian
houses, lakes, rivers rich in fish, forests rich in game, meadows and pastures,
folk art groups, museums etc. What we lack is practical skills of how this can be
employed to earn money, how to make our children and grandchildren see the
future for themselves in their home village instead of leaving to cities.”

Scientific support

Projects basic applied
task is to provide scientific
and methodological
support, advice and other
assistance to the local
community in handling the
problem of decline.

Local approach

No one can tell the
possibilities, objects and
resources better than
local people themselves,
who know smallest detail
of their home land.

Local communities are
highly interested in this
project. They have found
themselves alone facing
their problems, with
funding being extremely
deficient.

The support of regional and national authorities is insufficient
for local decline problems should be solved. There are tens of
thousands of such declining villages in Russia. So, even the
fact that locals receive much attention from spatial
development experts, who help deal with problems, makes
one feel optimistic and encourages business activity of local

eople.
peop Yuri Saveliev

Karelian Research Centre, Petrozavodsk, Russian Federation

“We want to have a street in Vorderland Berlin!”

Werbig - 19/10/2006 I
Brainstorming event, 102 km distance to centre of Berlin:
during discussion about village potentials and marketing the
idea was born to build on a partnership with inhabitants living
in a “nameless” street of Berlin.

Some other villages have such possibility for partnership,
already. But not all take care for other people’s creative input.

Lonely village meeting
point versus colourful
Carnival of Cultures in
Berlin.

Could there be a bridge
to Berlin’'s traditional
countryside? Could we
explore new rural
lifestyles? How to
arrange old traditions
with innovative activities?
How could HINTERLAND
benefit from Vorderland
immigrants diversity?

Claudia Mier
Region Havelland-Flaming, Germany



New life under old roofs in the Warmia and Mazury Hin  terland

Main topics:

 Protection of historical, cultural and natural values as one main goal of sustainable development.
« Inhabitants of rural areas enjoy one's right of modern life style.
« Combination of cultural and natural heritage and economic and social regional development.

Spontaneous development of “summer houses”

Degradation of rural space

Difficult life of old farmers

... or sustainable development in agro tourism farms

... or old farm buildings with rural life identity

... or modern farming. Agnieszka Jaszczak
University of Warmia and Mazury, Olsztyn, Poland

Latest news: Hinterland Vitality Test for villages in preparation

Check your village online (starting July 2007)!

Hinterland Task Secretariat

HINTERLAND
Potentials for spatial development under decline

Lead Partner

Regional Planning Authority
Havelland-Flaming
Oderstral3e 65

D-14513 Teltow (Germany)

The HINTERLAND Vitality Test will show individual positions
in decline and give recommendations to go along better with
demographic transition. See www.hinterland-info.net.

Contact project management

Tel.: ++49 3328 3354-0
Fax: ++49 3328 3354-20,
info@havelland-flaeming.de
www.hinterland-info.net

www.havelland-flaeming.de Harald Knauer, Torsten Naubert




